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On August 8 a reception was given to Gandhi at Cecil Hotel by
his British and Indian admirers. Dr. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy,
Jinnah and Mrs. Sarojini Naidu paid glowing tributes to the hero
of the South African struggle. Letters of regret for their unavoidable
absence were received from the Prime Minister, Secretary of State for
India, Earl Roberts, Lords Gladstone, Curzon, Lamington, Ampthill,
Hams and Messrs. Gokhale, Keir Hardie and Ramsay MacDonald.
Gandhi, returning thanks, referred to the great crisis. He hoped his
Indian friends would "think imperially in the best sense of the
word and do their duty55.
Soon he held a conference with some of the Indian students and,
in consultation with them, a meeting of Indian residents in Great
Britain and Ireland was called and Gandhi placed his views before
them. There was strong opposition from those who felt that that was
the hour for making a bold declaration of the Indian demand.
Gandhi pleaded that England's need should not be turned into
India's opportunity.
The following letter dated August 14, signed by Gandhi, Kastur-
bai, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Major N. P. Sinha, Dr. Jivraj Mehta and
some fifty other Indians, was sent to Mr. Roberts, the Under-secretary
of State for India:
"It was thought desirable by many of us that during the crisis
that has overtaken the empire and whilst many Englishmen, leaving
their ordinary vocations in life, are responding to the imperial call,
those Indians who are residing in the United Kingdom and who can
at all do so should place themselves unconditionally at the disposal
of the authorities.
"With a view of ascertaining the feeling of the resident Indian
population, the undersigned sent a circular letter to as many Indians
in the United Kingdom as could be approached during the thirty-
eight hours that the organizers gave themselves. The response has
been generous and prompt, in the opinion of the undersigned repre-
sentatives of His Majesty's subjects from the Indian Empire at
present residing in the different parts of the United Kingdom.
"On behalf of ourselves whose names appear on the list appended
hereto, we beg to offer our services to the authorities. We venture to
trust that the Rt Hon. the Marquis of Crewe will approve of our
offer and secure its acceptance by the proper authority. We would
respectfully emphasize the fact that the one dominant idea guiding us